EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE 1727
EXHIBIT NO. 73
DRAFT TELEGRAN

October 16, 1941.
(Draft no. 2)

His Imperial Majesty
Hirohito,

Emperor of Japan,

I have just been informed that the Cabinet of Prince
Konoye hae tendered its resignation. As Your Imperial
Majesty is aware, discussions have been carried on during
the past few weeks between high officiale of the Government
of the United States and high orrieialnlor the Government
of Japan directed toward working out a basie in prinociple
for a meeting between the Premier of Japan and myself which
we both hoped would be contributory to maintenance and
preservation of peace throughout the Pacific arfa. The
original meesages I received from the Premier of Japan
on this subject were very gratifying. Unfortunately, the
concrete proposals subsequently presented by the Japanese
Government seemed to present a narrower concept than I had
anticipated. The Secretary of State therefore on October 2
suggested to the Japanese Ambaseador nere that we return to
the original conceptse and endeavor through re-examination

of thoee concepts to evolve general lines of actlon which
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would be clear manifestations of the high purposes we have
in mind and thus might be expected to establish a durable
‘gnd fundamental veace in the Pacific area.

The procedure which the Governmept of the United
States and the Government of Japan have been following
during these psst weeks has not produced the results
hoped for. In view of the fact that, as high officials
of your Government have repeatedly etated, time presses,

I suggest to Your Imperisl Majesty that there be a meeting
between the Premier of Japan and myeelf and the Chairman

\
of the Executive Yuan of the National Government of
China, General Chiang Kal-shek. I believe that suoh a
meeting, to be held as soon as arrangemente therefor can
be completed, furnishes in present circumstances the best
hope of maintaining and preserving peace in the Pacific
aresa.

I have not ee yet consulted General Chiang Kal-shek
in regard to thie, but I shall be pleased to do so imme-

diately upon receipt from you of & favorable reply.

FE:MMH:HES
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October 168, 1941.
His Imperial Majesty
Hirohito,

Emperor of Japan.

I have just been informed through news reports that
the Cabinet of Prince Konoye has tendered its resignation
to you. As Your Imperial Majesty is aware, discussions
have been carried on during the past few weeks between /
high officials of the Government of the United States
and high officials of the Government of Japan directed
toward working out a basis in principle for a meeting
between the Premier of Japan and myself which we had both hoped
would be contributory to maintenance and preservation of
peacé throughout the Pacific area. The original mesesages
I received from the Premier of Japan on thie subject were
very gratifying. Unfortunately, it seems to me that the
conorete proposals subsequently preeente& by the Japanese
Government eesemed to present a more narrow concept than I
had anticipated (than that conveyed by the Premier's

message)., The Seoretary of State therefore on October 2
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suggested to the Japanese Ambassador here that we return
to the original concept ocad eadeavor through re-
examination of that conaspt to evolve general limes of
action which would be olear manifestations(of the lefty
concepts) of our original oconoepts and thus might be
expected to establish a durable and fundamental peace
in the Pacific area,

The procedure which the Government of the United
States and the Government of Japan have been following
during these past weske has not produced the results
hoped for. In view of the fact that, as high offiecials
of your Government have repeatedly stated, time presses,
I suggest that Your Imperial Majesty signify approval of
a meeting between the Premier of Japan and myself and the
Premier of China. I believe that such a meeting to be
held as soon as arrangements therefor can be completed
furnishes in present circumsatances the best hope of
maintaining and preserving peace in the Pacific area.

I have not as yet consulted General Chiang Kai-shek, the
Premier of China, in regard to this, but I shall be pleased to
do so immediately upon recsipt from you of a favorable reply.

FE:MMH:HES
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October 16, 1941

DRAFT OF A PROPOSED MESSAGE FROM THE PRKSIDENT
TO THE EMPLROR OF JAPAN - SUPERSEDED BY A LATER
DRAFT DAYED OCTOBER 17, 1941,

THIS DRAFT WAS KOT USKD,
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October 1A\ 1941.
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r. Hamilton does not recommend takin: the proposed
wction. r. Ballaptine feels that it is premature to
come tu Any decision oa the matter. I fsel strongly
t1rt tur:s proposed messugse in the foruw in which it
stanns sh uld not at tnis time be ‘sent.

A rearaft is sabuitted here attached., The important
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L E el Wt iue oy FETTS L e g '&ln;§b
é T S Weef 2eitaln o LBSEBNILCL A JpaependEnt
AT LBy S aoae oudh, toe ebvleGituran il s ildoer
BEeesLi ., e sL exwEnBiy of TR® atlensic and hBaroyeon
ahi ur wds maThed LF war ty the $hole of ThHe

reeiric 0. Such 2tumc<s woila necessarily involve
e lcos wob o reste., :

e Joite GLmLuze Lpooees any procedure of conguest.
It . ..1 like to see neace between Jupan end China. It

wiil: like to see freedon of the sees +nd trade conducted

on a fuir basis. 1f Jepen couifl Join with s to preserwe
p2ace irn the Pacific we wo.ld be onl)y t00 hailpy TO resame
aorme? commerclal relatioas, with the sole exception of
certain articles which we must keep et houe for our own
defense and that of all of the Americes against possible
aggression fro.a abroad.

If on the other hand Japan were to start new military

operations, the United States, in accordance with her policy

of peace, would be very seriously concerhed.



